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In art needlework many beautiful designs have lately been 
evolved, proving that this fascinating style of decoration is 
keeping pace with the progress of the art of embroidery, in other 
directions. One of the finest specimens is a wall banging, the 
design of which is entitled "Pomona," and has the drapery carried 




beauty. We grant it would not suit the majority of rooms, 
but, placed with congenial surroundings, it will hold its own 
as a splendid example of rich coloring. A table cover that 
looks almost sombre after the foregoing panels has a centre of 
quiet green damask ; a green that has a dash of gray in it. 
This is bordered with soft cream silk decorated with scrolls 
worked in bronze and green, gold and lilac shades of silk. 

A more charming announcement of one's entrance into a 
room could not be imagined than that given by the door 'harps, 
which are exhibited for sale at the rooms of the "Decorative 
Art." Delicate and artistic looking, its rows of fine wires and 
golden balls would only add to the attractiveness of a pretty 
door, the slightest jar of which sends out a jingle of sweet 
sounds that it makes one long for the childish privilege of 
swinging on it. These harps are hung on doors by a slight 
framework of decorated wood, from which are suspended golden 
balls by thread-like wires of different lengths. The least move- 
ment causes them to swing to and fro and touch a row of 
strung wires, which produces the sweet sounds. As they are 
not costly, no doubt they will be very popular. 

In a lately manufactured French screen there are four 
charming panels in art needlework. The ground throughout is 
of pale reseda satin. Naturally the design is dainty and pretty, 
since it is after the French school. Musical instruments — a 
lyre, a mandolin, and such like, form centre pieces. Sur- 
mounting these are large simulated bows of green-blue silks, 
from which fall long, graceful sprays of flowers. 



Nove Writing Desk— Open. By J. Bacon. 



ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 



out in shades of red, the robe in rich purple tints. This combination 
of colors, it will be readily understood, needs artistic handling ; 
the more so as the whole of the ground work is done in dark 
blue silk. The harmony is completed by shaded scrolls of soft 
blues and greens. Altogether uncommon, it will find many 
admirers ; and fairly, too, for it is a daring piece of coloring, 
but the result will justify the attempt. 

A pink copy of old Italian is to be seen on the panels of 
another screen. Much of the design is done in basket stitch, 
which gives a massive appearance to the piece ; flowers of 




Novel Writing Desk-Closed. By J. Bacon. 

puce shades of silk, and foliage of yellow-green and blue-green 
tints, are done in laid work. And this on a foundation of 
bright buttercup yellow silk. Another startling scheme of color 
. some may be disposed to exclaim, and yet it is so well man- 
aged that there is no hint of gaudiness to detract from its 



Providence, R. I., 14 May, 1892. 
Editok of The Decorator and Furnisher : 

May I ask of you, as one of your subscribers, what colors are complimentary 
to black. I will btate the case in point. 

Our firm conduct the business of tailoring. Tailors are perplexed to find a 
tone of color for ceiling and wall decoration which will make dead finished 
black materials have a handsome shade. Blacks, which we know are all right, 
and which will look all right out of doors, are apt to seem brownish and rusty 
in the store ; yet under just the right conditions they will assume the blueish 
tone which is almost universally liked. Don't understand that I expect to make 
reddish or brown black look blue. 

Our store is about to be finished inside. Northrop's stamped ceiling— Bur 
1 ip side walU, with half panels of Beck's relief, with relief border at top of 
Burlap dado. Store is about 27x100, with glass and iron front, lighted with two 
large skylights, 10x15 midway and rear of store— ceiling 14-6 high. 

The scheme of color proposed for ceiling is a very pale Nile green panel, 
with dull cream for raised mouldings— core cream. Side walls— panels bolder 
Nile green— pale sienna stiles— dado, dark brick red, or sienna. 

Now will you kindly criticise this combination with due consideration to 
what I have written, also bearing in mind that we must not give our 6tore too 
dressy an air— must not treat it elaborately, because of offending the economical 
sense of our customers. Again, we want as much light as is consistent with 
warm, hospitable, or welcome feeling, and from six feet up to the floor, only 
medium dark colors would be durable. 

Now if this is a reasonable problem to submit to you, I should be grateful 
for a reply through the columns of your next issue. 

Black and white are neutral colors, and are complimentary to each other. 
Black is the total absence of color, and white is the sum of all color. Black 
having the coldness and solmenity of darkness has for its complimentary colors 
only those known as luminous colors, giving a warm and cheerful impression, 
such as red, orange and yellow in various tones. Blues, greens and purples, 
being cold colors, are in discord with black. Of the luminous colors we would 
recommend yellow color for the walls of your store, that making the strongest 
and most agreeable harmony with black. The scheme of color you propose is 
objectionable, for the complimentary color of green is red, and therefore, green 
will make your black goods appear reddish in proportion to its intensity. Let 
your walls be painted a mustard yellow, and the dado and stiling a walnut, or 
very dull orange tint. Orange, being red and yellow, has blue for its compli- 
mentary color, and the eye when exhausted with orange sees all other objects 
bluer than they really are. The ceiling may be a pale yellowish white, or faint 
buff color, with an intermediate tone of yellow in the mouldings. 

Dry goods men have found by experience that the light transmitted through 
grey blue shades is the most favorable for exhibiting their goods, as it kills a 
certain rustiness in all colors seen indoors, and therefore, invariably use light 
blue, pearl blue, or gobelin blue shades or awnings over the windows of their 
store. We think you could not do better than follow their example in this 
respect. 
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